LESTER PTA MINUTES - REGULAR PTA MEETING: Tuesday, October 19, 2010
Called to order at 7:05 p.m.  September Minutes were handed out to be read privately:  Jenny Laffey approved the minutes and Kim Grimmer seconded (modify typo on Fun Run to 10/24).

Secretary’s Report:  (Vicky Casey)

· If anyone needs help registering after the meeting, I will be available to register people after the meeting.
Treasurer’s Report:   (Tricia Tokash) 

· Ending balance is 21,080.95 on 9/30/10.
VP Membership:   (Tracy Driscoll)

· We have 187 members to date.  Please join the PTA and consider also signing up your spouse.
VP Programs Report:   (Amy Mills)

· Programs people are here to speak tonight.
VP Fundraising Report:   (Tammy Crosson)

· 326 Participants are registered for our Fun Run on 10/24.  Many vendors coming and should be a fun family event.  Thursday and Friday after school pickup of packet from 2:30 – 3:30.  We will have last minute volunteer opportunities for anyone that would like to join us on Sunday.
President’s Report: (Dawn Sirianni)

· Clothing resale was lots of fun and went really well.  Event made just under $3,000.  Many people were very thankful that it was available to them.  I am participating in the Fun Run (walking...but will run if chased).  We hope you will join us to walk or run on Sunday.   Reminder to all of the parents that we would like to raise our PTA membership numbers.
Principal’s Report:  (Carin Novak)

· Grandparent /Grandfriends Day for 1st and 5th grade this Thursday.  Because of space, we have chosen to do 2 grade levels and will see how this goes. 155 grandparents RSVP'd as coming. They will be doing some different stations while they are here.  If it is positive, we will look at continuing the program.  Halloween is coming - Friday parade (weather permitting). Dismissal at 12:00 and back at 12:55.  Parade at 1:15 PM.  Parent /Teacher Conferences are coming up on November 9th and 10th.  November 2nd is an Election Day - we will have a Teacher’s Institute Day.  At Parent Teacher Conferences you may be asked to take a survey for the Math Curriculum Committee.  It is a 2 year process and they are looking to gather information.  This information will be helpful for making decisions in the future.  Every year we submit a School Improvement Plan.  Carin summarized the Plan and passed out copies to share with the meeting participants. We are looking forward to a productive year.
Teacher’s Report:  
· Mrs. Kasicki, Mrs. Salsbury, and Mrs. Brown were in attendance.  Thank you for health booklets for the 6th grade.  We have a whole classroom set now and it is very nice and more hands on.  Everyone had an awesome time at Camp Edwards and the weather was beautiful.  Mrs. Kasicki spoke briefly about Social/Emotional Learning at the 6th grade level.  They take brain breaks which are rejuvenating.  They also have morning meetings where any issues are addressed, and it is going really well.  Mrs. Brown wanted to thank everyone for the sound system, it is terrific.
Committee Reports and Ongoing PTA Fundraisers:

· Art Awareness – Melissa Bell gave an update.  We have six lessons throughout the year for grades K-3.  We will be completing trivia night project work at all grade levels.  Looking for ideas and suggestions.  
· Breakfast with Books – Jenny Laffey gave an update.  Room moms are working hard to find their readers.  All teachers have received their books.  American Bagel will donate bagels for the front hall.  Dates: 11/16 - K, 2, 4, 6 (Mrs. Rhoades class split).  And, 11/18 - 1,3,5.
· Fall Book Fair – Vicky Casey thanked all of the volunteers and all of the families that came out and supported our Fall Book Fair.  Sold $4,523.41, earning the school $1,533.82 in book profit.  We took $291.78 worth of books for Breakfast with Books and now have a credit of $1,242.04 for our LRC.
· School Directory – Cindy Berlin spoke about our deadline of 10/20 (tomorrow) to receive your information if you wanted to be included in the directory. Directories should be available for delivery the second week of November.

· Reflections – Vickie Featherstone gave an update. We had 22 participate and 13 went on to council.  There will be a celebration event on 11/3 for the students that went to council..  Mrs. Brennan and Mrs. Francis are tied for the Pizza Party.  Remaining projects will be hung up. All students that participated will get a certification.  York Town is having an exhibit of last year’s participants until 10/24 which is really nice.  

Unfinished Business:  

· No unfinished business.
New Business:  

· Food in PTA closet…please put in a sealed container with a date and clearly labeled what it will be used for.  
· We have a new program on a trial basis.  Conference babysitting at the fall conferences 11/8 & 11/9 in the school gym.  Ages 5 – Grade 4 for $2/child.  You will need to sign up in advance.  We are working on the details.  Look at eBlasts and flyers for more information.  We need parent volunteers.  

· 2/19 Trivia Night date is set.  Looking for new chairs.  This is Tammy’s and Candie’s last year.  They would like to shadow the new chairs and mentor this year.
Motion to end meeting by Billi Geist and seconded by Jacqueline Gargiulo at 7:43 p.m. Notes submitted by Vicky Casey, Secretary.

