LESTER PTA MINUTES - REGULAR PTA MEETING: Tuesday, March, 15, 2011
Called to order at 7:03 p.m. February Minutes were handed out to be read privately: Billy Geist approved the minutes and Jenny Laffey seconded.
Secretary’s Report:  (Vicky Casey)
· The secretary board position is open for 2011/12 & 2012/13 school year(s). This is a 2-year position. Please contact myself of Sophie Bowerman if you are interested.
Treasurer’s Report:   (Tricia Tokash) 

· Ending balance of $51,709.93 on February 28, 2011. This does not include the many operating expenses that have not been paid for this school year.  YTD Income/Expense report was passed out (Financial Report Attached).  

VP Fundraising Report:   (Amy Mills on behalf of Tammy Crosson)

· Heard back from half of the chairs that will continue next year.  We will know more about the open positions in April.  Diane Crisp & Kathy Johnston expressed interest in the Hot Food Chair needed for next year.
VP Programs Report:   (Amy Mills)

· We have a few open chair positions for next year. Roller Skating Week Chair - coordinates volunteers for the week of roller skating. Expressions Art Show Chair – collects art work, mats and labels the pictures and displays them in the gym for the Spring Open House.  A Grant Writing Chair is also needed to investigate grant programs and assist in writing the grants. There is a free online (e-learning) grant writing course available through our PTA and there may be options courses available at COD at a nominal fee.  
President’s Report: (Dawn Sirianni)
· Reminder about the Fit Fair on March 24th from 6:00 – 8:30 at O’Neil School.  The flyer is available online.
Principal’s Report:  (Carin Novak)
· Mrs. Brown would like parents to email her if they are interested in volunteering for roller skating week. We are inviting second and third grade parents on Thursday, 3/17, to show off our new (pilot) music curriculum.  Fun Fair on Friday night.  This Saturday, 3/19, is the strategic planning workshop at Herrick School from 9:00 – 3:00.  You can contact Pam Osika to register. March Madness is coming up next week, ending with our Beach Blow Out the Friday before Spring Break.  Second City is coming to the Tivoli on 4/8.  Tickets start at $30 and profits benefit District 58 Education Foundation.  Finalized last day of school to June 9th – shortened day for 1 hour to get report cards.  First day of school will be 8/24 for a half day.
Teacher’s Report:  
· Miss Riley, Mrs. Novotny, and Mrs. Szczurek were present. Our teachers were busy learning about technology and how to use it to support their curriculum on February 25th.  They learned about iPads and iPods and all of the things they can do with them in the classroom and the many ways to incorporate into our curriculum.  Showed a clip of how well they work in the classroom by reinforcing skills and learning new skills - but they are playing games, so they don’t realize it!  Children receive instant feedback to let them know if they are doing it correctly. The district has bought licenses for the applications that support curriculum and the district has purchased a ‘group’ of 6 iPads that are on loan to all the schools in the district. There was discussion about how the PTA could further support technology needs without duplicating district efforts, or moving forward with technology that is not a high priority with our staff.  We are in the process of getting a ‘wish list’ from Lester School teachers and will discuss at the next PTA meeting.
Committee Reports and Ongoing PTA Fundraisers:

· Butter Braid – sale has begun. Our goal is to sell 1500 braids, which would be 5 per family.  Orders are due on 3/21. Delivery 4/11 after school (2:40 – 3:30 PM).  Arrangements can be made for working parents that can’t pick up their FROZEN braids right after school.  
· District 58 Representative – update about the board of education meeting last night. Many of you may have seen an article in the paper where a board member mentioned that there was inequity in the board’s funding school’s technology.  Linda Cooper, DG Council of PTA’s President, responded to the article and her letter was distributed. After Mr. Funk noticed an inequity at the schools and commented that not every school has the same technology, it was felt (by some parents and PTA’s) that there was a threat that technology could shuffle around between schools to eliminate the inequity.  Mr. Zaander made it clear that would not be the case (unless a school closed) which alleviated parent/PTA fears. Strategic Planning Meeting is this Saturday, if technology is important, you should attend that meeting.  It is becoming a hot topic for debate.  
· Family Reading Night – will take place on 4/7, flyer went home today.  Sue Black will be our story teller, there will be a sneak preview for the children in the afternoon and she will perform for 45 minutes in the gym in the evening.  After Sue’s reading, we will go to assigned classrooms for ‘tall tails’ performed by the DG North speech team.  An email will be coming for volunteers.  Jenny Hodonicky volunteered to Co-Chair.
· Field Day – Date change to Wednesday, June 8th. 
· Fun Fair – Friday, 3/18, from 5:00 – 8:00 PM; Denise McCann has sent out email to volunteers to register for volunteer slots. 
· Nominating Committee – Open board positions are: Secretary, VP Fundraising, VP Programs, and President Elect.  All of the positions are a 2-year commitment.  Sophie Bowerman is in charge of nominating committee, so if you are interested, please send her an email.  She will send out a flyer with brief job descriptions prior to Spring Break.
· Spring Book Fair – also on 4/7, in conjunction with Family Reading Night from 4:30 – 8:30 PM.  
· Kane County Cougars Night – information came home via backpack mail and is due before break. 

· Box Tops and Soup Labels – our total earned this year will be $981.50. Up from $818.00 last year.

Unfinished Business:  
· Basket Ball Hoop Discussions –Preliminary research results were shared.  The cost for adjustable hoops that go onto the existing poles with a manual crank and square glass is around $2300 for both hoops.  This price doesn’t include installation. The school district will not provide funds for the new hoops nor the installation.  We are still waiting to hear back from the park district to see if they will provide funds (since Lester is a facility used by the park district youth basketball program).  We are also waiting for installation quotations. There was much discussion about the use of PTA funds to pay for this project.  We heard about the benefits of boosting children’s confidence at an early age; as well as the need to provide items that support physical education and healthy children.  We also heard about concerns from parents that feel this is not a high priority item and don’t feel comfortable paying for an item that benefits the park district and feel this should be handled outside of the PTA.  Research will continue.
New Business:  
· none
Motion to end meeting by Lara Vazquez and seconded by Ken Driscoll at 9:02 p.m.
Notes submitted by Vicky Casey, Secretary.
