LESTER PTA MINUTES - REGULAR PTA MEETING: Tuesday, January 18, 2011
Called to order at 7:03 p.m.  November Minutes were handed out to be read privately:  Billi Geist approved the minutes and Jen Conyac seconded. 

Secretary’s Report:  (Vicky Casey)

· Reminder about eBlast deadlines. Need the complete formatted verbiage by the Friday prior to Monday’s blast.  Including any documents that need to be posted on the website. We will need a new chair for ‘website registration’ and ‘home communications’ for next year.  I would like to work together the remainder of this year. Anyone interested can send an email to registration@lesterpta.com.
Treasurer’s Report:   (Tricia Tokash) 

· Ending balance on 11/30/10 was $21,681.72 and balance on 12/31/10 was $29,042.12.
VP Membership:   (Tracy Driscoll)

· We have 239 members to date.  Please join the PTA and consider also signing up your spouse. 
VP Fundraising: (Tammy Crosson)

· Trivia Night Update: sold 33 out of 35 tables for Trivia Night.  Off to a good start. We are still looking for donations for baskets.  We need to increase the Trivia Night budget by $480 to purchase an iPad for a premium raffle (which sells for $10/ticket).  Expect it to be a popular item that will increase raffle sales.  Donna Chapman made a motion to increase the budget by $480, Billi Geist seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.

VP Programs:  (Amy Mills) 
· We are working on the trivia questions and judges are lined up.  We will be working with the nominating committee for next year’s open positions:  Secretary, VP Fundraising, VP Programs, and President Elect.  Info will also be included in eBlast and Lester Life.

President’s Report: (Tricia Pautsch on behalf of Dawn Sirianni)

· We have to change the PTA date of our next PTA meeting.  Possibly to 2/24.  Will send eBlast with an update.
Principal’s Report:  (Carin Novak)

· We had 85 Lester students sign up for the Science Fair.  We have a half day on 2/1 – teachers will be working on technology.  February 4th is our 100th day of school.  Jump Rope for heart is February 5th.  Valentine’s Day parties will be on February 14th   Young Author’s projects are due on February 14th.  We sold out of the bare books (second order)!  We have Historical Perspectives coming in on February 14th for a Martin Luther King Assembly – a 40 minute long performance with slides and props. We will have two assemblies – 1 before spring break and 1 after the break.  We are waiting to hear back from many different companies and we will be scheduling soon.  
Teacher’s Report:  
· Second Grade teachers were present to thank the PTA for the Peter Pan field trip coming up next month.  Several teachers are coming to the Trivia Night event and looking forward to a fun evening.  They are also putting information together for a field trip to Naper Settlement, which ties in very nicely with their curriculum.  Third grade teachers were also in attendance to say thank you for Art Awareness and all of the technology that has been donated to the classrooms.  They are changing things up this year for the Third Grade Chicago field trip.  They are trying to scale back slightly. The extended day in the city required the use of charter buses, which cost over $3,000.  They are no longer doing the extended day and we will be able to use regular school buses.  They will continue to do the architecture boat tour, which is the main part of the trip.  They will be cutting out visiting the John Hancock building.  This will allow the budget to go from $4700 (last year) to $1578!   
Committee Reports and Ongoing PTA Fundraisers:   
· Science Olympiad – Date is set for February 22nd.  Students are broken up into age groups and rotate to 3 (30 minute) stations.  We will be repeating what we did 2 years ago, so no child will have the same event. Registration forms went home today and are due 1/28.  Teams are put together with students in their class.  Team lists will go home the week of 2/7.
Unfinished Business:  

· February meeting date to be determined.
New Business:  

· Grant writing opportunities for next year.  We will put information in an upcoming eBlast to look for parents with grant writing experience.  Local and bigger organizations have many opportunities.  We need someone to research and help with writing.
Motion to end meeting by Billi Geist and seconded by Donna Chapman at 7:56 p.m. Notes submitted by Vicky Casey, Secretary.

