LESTER PTA MINUTES - REGULAR PTA MEETING: Thursday, February 24, 2011

Called to order at 7:05 p.m.  January Minutes were handed out to be read privately:  Billi Geist approved the minutes and seconded by Denise Hall. 

Secretary’s Report:  (Vicky Casey)

· We will need a new chair for ‘website registration’ for next year. Jacqueline Gargiulo is interested in taking over for 2011/12 school year.
Treasurer’s Report:   (Tricia Tokash) 

· Ending balance on 1/31/11 was $30,541.14 not including all of the Trivia Night moneys, which will be accounted by next month.

President’s Report: (Dawn Sirianni)

· Thanks to everyone that put the time and efforts into running Trivia Night – from getting it started 5 years ago, to its continued success.  Thanks to Tricia Tokash for Science Olympiad; it was a fun night. Discussion about the need of a PR person to get our information into local papers/newsletters – Ann Cummins volunteered for the position. Discussion about conducting a Butter Braid sale before Easter.  Motion was made by Jacqueline Gargiulo to conduct a Butter Braid sale this spring; seconded by Ann Cummins.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Principal’s Report:  (Carin Novak)

· We are so grateful for the PTA and all of the hard work to put into the fundraising efforts for the school.  For those of you that have taken on committees, or just donated your time, we are all so thankful.  Tomorrow is our teacher in-service.  Young Author’s assemblies on 3/10.  ISATS start next week.  Martin Luther King assembly was very nice, the children really enjoyed it. We will have another assembly on 4/18 (tentative) for First through Sixth grades.  It is called Condition ONE.  A group of individuals (filmmakers) spent 34 days in Antarctica.  The assembly will be about survival in extreme conditions.  
Committee Reports and Ongoing PTA Fundraisers:   
· Family Reading Night – will take place on Thursday, April 7th.  Story teller (Sue Black) is lined up. Theme is American Tall Tales.  The Downers Grove Speech Team will read tall tales in the classroom.  The story teller will read to everyone in the gym and then the participants will break up and go into classrooms.  Sue Black will also conduct two – 45 minutes kick off sessions (during school) for the students.  The total cost of the event will be $900. 

· Kane County Cougars – The date has been set for the Friday night of Memorial Day weekend; May 27th.  We will have the same seating section.  We hope to have warm weather and a high level of participation for a Fun Family Night!

· Reflections - We have 4 children going to state: Aidan Webster, Lincoln Peckenpaugh, Jessica Pearson and Kyle Pearson. Pizza parties for the classroom(s) with the most participants will be taking place in March for our winners: Mrs. Brennan and Miss Francis.

· Science Olympiad – was on February 22nd.  We had 190 kids and about 70 parents.  Thank you to all of the volunteers that helped with the event. We had a lot of positive feedback from the students and parents.  All activities are based on national science standards; combining learning and fun.  Participant names will go in Lester Life. 
· Trivia Night - Thank you to everyone that participated.  We were very successful, surpassing our budget.  Net profit was around 30,000 (final numbers will be coming; all expenses need to be paid out).  Sold 38 tables, over 400 people in attendance.  Kathy Martin was the winner of the iPad.  Travel package winner was the Knickerbocker family; a huge thank you to Steve and Kim Peters for donating their airline miles. Best live auction item: Beach Walk cottage stay for $1500. Best silent auction item: Blackhawks ticket package for $625.  Art Awareness art projects earned $2480.  Over 160 businesses and families contributed to our cause. 

Unfinished Business:  

· We posted the need for a Grant Writing Chairperson in our eBlast and will continue to run that (as well as list in Lester Life).
New Business:  

· Tracy Driscoll brought up a need for ‘age appropriate’ basketball nets.  Tracy will investigate the cost of various net options which would allow the nets to be adjusted from 8’ – 10’ in order to be appropriate for K-6 age groups using the nets. Mrs. Novak will check with the district to see if they will be willing to offset the cost. We are also checking with the park district to see if they will pay for any of the cost.
Motion to end meeting by Denise Hall and seconded by Jacqueline Gargiulo at 7:58 p.m. Notes submitted by Vicky Casey, Secretary.

