LESTER PTA MINUTES - REGULAR PTA MEETING: Tuesday, April 19, 2011
Called to order at 7:06 p.m. March Minutes were handed out to be read privately: Jacqueline Gargiulo approved the minutes and Billi Geist seconded.
Secretary’s Report:  (Vicky Casey)
· We will start generating our newsletter using our website functionality within a week or two.  Please send an email message if you experience problems reading in the new format.  Mary Peters will take over eCommunications next year.  Mary was introduced to the audience.
Treasurer’s Report:   (Tricia Tokash) 

· Ending balance of $57,936.35 on March 31, 2011. This does not include about 22,000 worth of outstanding expenses that have not been paid for this school year.  YTD Income/Expense report was passed out (Financial Report Attached).  We have about $25,000 in excess of our budget.
VP Fundraising Report:   (Tammy Crosson)

· Open Chair positions for next year: Fall Book Fair and Classroom Party Money.
President’s Report: (Dawn Sirianni)
· We have 11 Dukanes mounted in the classrooms now; we need 10 more to complete for all classrooms.  District has told Mrs. Novak we can expect 10 iPads and 5 iPod Touches at a minimum for next year.  The idea of Adjustable Basketball Hoops was brought up at a February meeting and was researched and shared with the audience at our March meeting, voting will take place tonight on both issues.
· Names were announced that wanted to speak out about technology and/or adjustable basketball hoops; each person was given the opportunity to speak.
· Technology Spending Motion: Steve Peters motioned to spend PTA funds for the purchase of 7 complete Dukane systems; Jacqueline Gargiulo seconded the motion, it passed unanimously.
· Adjustable Basketball Hoop Spending Motion: Steve Peters motioned to spend $3500 for adjustable basketball hoops; Billy Geist seconded the motion.  Ballets were cast. 23 yes votes; 31 no votes.  We will not be purchasing adjustable basketball hoops at this time.
· Motion to spend PTA funds on 3 Dukane systems was made by Sophie Bowerman; Steve Peters seconded the motion, it passed unanimously.  We will now be able to finish all the classrooms at Lester School.
· Motion was made by Lara Vazquez to purchase 6 listening centers; Ms. Segreti seconded the motion, it passed unanimously.

· Motion to spend $600 toward the purchase of iPod Nanos was made by Bridgid Lutz; seconded by Christiana Kowal, it passed unanimously.

· A motion not to spend the extra $3500 (at this time) was made by Denise McCann; it was seconded by Steve Peters, the motion was not passed.
· Motion to spend PTA funds on 6 iPads was made by Donna Chapin; seconded by Eleanor Thompson, it passed with a majority.
Nomination Committee:  (Sophie Bowerman)

· Nominations were made for the following: Secretary: Amy Olson; VP Fundraising: Sophie Bowerman/Melissa Bell; VP Programs: Tracy Driscoll/Diane Crisp; VP Membership: Jenny Hodonicky; President Elect: Jacqueline Gargiulo. Voted to elect these candidates to the board. Lara Vazquez motioned to accept the nominations; Billy Geist seconded the motion, it passed unanimously.
Principal’s Report:  (Carin Novak)
· Condition One assembly was yesterday.  Earth week is this week.  We have partnered with outside organizations to make this a successful week: we are recycling drink pouches, wrappers, and lunchable waste; we are also collecting books all week long.  Open House is 4/28 from 6-7:30.  Administrative Assistant’s Day is next week; our secretaries work really hard to support the school all year round.  Mrs. Mochel won a Distinguished Service Award.
Teacher’s Report:  
· Fifth Grade Teachers thanked the group for the Science of Museum Field Trips coming up; they are all looking forward to the trip.
Committee Reports and Ongoing PTA Fundraisers:

· 6th Grade Farewell Party – Date is set for Friday, May 20th, from 4-6 PM.  Coach Josh will be our DJ and we will have a DVD of the children available for purchase for $5.  The suggested donation amount for the dance is $5/student.
· Butter Braid – Sold 621 Butter Braids, earning the PTA approximately $2,700 (prize expenses are still pending).  Ms. Riley’s AM Kindergarten class won the Pizza Party by selling 68 Butter Braids!  The Barry Family won the ‘grand prize’ drawing; $50 worth of MTM gift-cards! If anyone received 2 cinnamon instead of cream cheese, please let me know; I have them in my freezer to exchange.
· Fun Run – Date is set for Sunday, October 16th.  
· Teacher Appreciation Week – will take place May 2-6.  Many activities will be planned and communicated as we get closer to the date. We are still waiting to get the date for the district breakfast.
· Lester Gardens – Spring Cleanup on 4/30 and summer water schedule were passed around for parents to sign up.
· Roller Skating Week – Parent sign-up sheet was passed around for volunteers.  Roller skating week is 5/23 – 5/27.
Unfinished Business:  
· none
New Business:  
· none
Motion to end meeting by Billi Geist and seconded by Mary Peters at 8:34p.m.
Notes submitted by Vicky Casey, Secretary.
